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PRESS RELEASE 

COMMISSION GIVES LONDON 2012 A SUSTAINABILITY HEALTHCHECK 

29 November 2007, London.  The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012, (CSL) today publishes its first major governance report “On track for a sustainable legacy? – Review of Governance Arrangements for the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games Programme”, which reviews the sustainability track record of the London 2012 delivery bodies and identifies priority areas for the future.  The watchdog was set up by the London 2012 Olympic Board to ensure that a high level view on sustainability is maintained across all the delivery bodies and multiple activities related to the games and legacy.  
The CSL’s review considers the progress of the key London 2012 stakeholders (ODA, LOCOG, GLA Group, DCMS) on sustainability to date.  It also reviews cross-organisational performance on the areas of waste, climate change, biodiversity, healthy living and inclusion.  The report makes twenty recommendations to the key stakeholders examined and identifies five key areas that need particular focus in the future.  These are waste, carbon, social and economic sustainability and commercial partnerships. 

Key findings of the report include: 

· a good start from the delivery bodies on sustainability strategy and planning, but the need to follow up with actions and results 
· the need to define an overarching strategy for waste, particularly for legacy
· the need to follow through on a ground breaking attempt to develop a carbon footprint for the games and translate it into strategy for active management and minimisation of carbon and other greenhouse gases
· the requirement to establish cross cutting work streams across the activities of all the stakeholders and  
· the need for the development of  a clear plan for considering ethical issues in procurement and sponsorship contracts for the ODA and LOCOG and to maximise the opportunity presented  to encourage wider performance improvements through partners
(See Notes to Editors for a summary of the key areas of focus.  The full report is available on request or online at http://www.cslondon.org)
In the course of the review the commission was able to influence a number of policy areas including calling for the development of the overall London 2012 sustainability plan, launched on Monday; the initiative to develop an overall carbon footprint for the games, now being actioned; highlighting a lack of strategic focus on waste leading to the LDA taking responsibility and calling for stronger executive leadership which led to the appointment of Neale Coleman as Chair of the London 2012 Sustainability Group. 
“The role of the commission is to be a “critical friend” to the Olympic delivery bodies providing governance to ensure the commitment to host the most sustainable Olympics ever staged can be achieved.  Putting sustainability at the heart of the games makes this a pioneering endeavour and one that has the potential to deliver a step change in how major infrastructure projects are undertaken in the future for the good of the economy, society and the planet.
We see the role of the commission as helping all the diverse players stay focused on sustainability and work in an integrated way.  Overall the commission believes some good thinking and planning has been done but now we need to see detail and action” said Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the CSL. 

ENDS 

For further information: Amanda Purdie/Mark Pratt, Clarke Mulder Purdie, 0207 401 8001/07931 943 047 

Notes to Editors 
About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 

The aim of the commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have:

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The commission reports to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.

www.cslondon.org
Summary of priority areas of focus from the CSL governance review 

1) Leadership.  The commission identified the need for stronger leadership at the OBSG level and also within the stakeholders – both in terms of nominating SD leads and putting succession planning in place for these roles. 

· Commission welcomes the appointment of Neale Coleman in response to its call for a stronger SD leadership at the OBSG level

· Cross cutting workstreams (waste, climate change, etc) need to be established across the activities of the stakeholders 

· Succession planning for SD roles need to be put in place

· ODA and LOCOG need to set out proposals for developing management systems to cover SD 

· London 2012 SD group needs to develop appropriate reporting processes to cover all aspects of SD 

2) Waste 

· The commission has identified the need to define an integrated strategy for waste disposal for East London. There is an opportunity, currently not being taken up for integrating the waste, energy and local employment/skills agendas.  For example, the possibility exists to develop biofuel from anaerobic digestion facilities.  The LDA has now taken responsibility for this and the commission looks forward to providing assurance to the Olympic Board around progress in this important area. 

· The commission welcomes the success made by the ODA in diverting 90% of waste by weight from landfill during the demolition phase.   (not independently verified)  

3) Carbon 

· During the course of the review the commission was concerned that the delivery bodies were not taking a strategic view of the carbon footprint of the games, wrote to the then chair of OBSG in October 2006 and followed up on our recommendation during the course of this review.

· As a result the commission welcomes the current study into a greenhouse gas emissions which is best practice and ahs the potential to deliver a ground breaking strategy.

· The commission looks forward to tracking its progress and ensuring that the work is also translated into the procurement process. 

4) Social and economic sustainability 

· The commission will review in 2008 the processes, infrastructure and resources to maximize the social and economic sustainability opportunities presented by the Games. 

· East London is one of the most diverse areas in the UK with high unemployment, poor health, poverty, crime, etc…There is a need to ensure that the Games offer real long-term employment prospects for people in East London with new skills and business opportunities.

5) Commercial partnerships 

· A clear plan is needed for considering ethical issues in procurement and sponsorship contracts for both the ODA and LOCOG. 

· There is a major opportunity to deliver key SD outcomes via effective management of commercial partnerships with sponsors 
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