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OLYMPICS SUSTAINABILITY WATCHDOG LAUNCHES THREE REPORTS 
The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 launches three reports covering reviews of Design, ODA’s Procurement and London 2012 Skills, Employment and Business Capacity. 
[London, 12 February 2009].  The pioneering body set up to monitor sustainability planning and progress for the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games has launched three reports.   These are formal reviews of ODA’s procurement, London 2012 Design and London 2012 Employment, Skills and Business Capacity.

The design review showed that there were robust processes to deal with the sustainability aspects of designs of the permanent venues. The ODA are setting high standards of sustainable design and have a process to deliver them.  The procurement review found that the ODA are employing best practice in sustainable procurement. Some issues that the review uncovered are being rectified.
A wide variety of organisations have come together to deliver the Skills and Employment agenda.  The Commission saw a group of highly dedicated professionals from various bodies, working together, well-organised and delivering against the ODA’s challenging targets. We are concerned that this team needs better support from software and infrastructure and in due course we would like to see other parts of London 2012 make use of the initiatives that have been developed.

Finally, we have tried to offer a definition of ‘sustainable job’:  ‘A sustainable job is one that improves an individual’s life chances and benefits the community – environmentally, socially and economically’.  Current performance measures of employment are quite crude, only counting the duration of a job without consideration of the quality of the job, the impact on the environment and community or how far people have to travel. The Commission believes that it is an important aspect of the agenda which we hope will develop over time.

“In the main we have been pretty impressed with the work in all three areas.  ODA are setting high standards of sustainable design and have a process to deliver them.  In the current economic climate, we recognise the pressures that make achieving high standards and targets challenging.  To date, we have not seen decisions being taken that preclude achieving them,” said Shaun McCarthy, Chair of the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012. 
The Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 comprises eleven expert advisors led by the chair, Shaun McCarthy.  The commissioners have expertise ranging from social and economic sustainability to biodiversity, climate change, waste, and community sport. They are drawn from government, business and the voluntary and community sectors, and three are local residents of the Olympic boroughs 

In 2009, in addition to its Annual Review of sustainability governance arrangements for the Olympic delivery bodies, plans and external perspectives, the Commission will provide formal reviews in the following areas: Food, Waste, Carbon and other aspects of Procurement and Commercial Partnerships. 

The three reports are available at the Commission’s website: www.cslondon.org. 

For further information: 
Deborah Morrison

Commission for a Sustainable London 2012
020 7593 8664

Notes to Editors 

About the Commission for a Sustainable London 2012 

The aim of the commission is to provide independent assurance and commentary in order to enable the sustainability objectives of the London 2012 programme to be achieved and to support a sustainable legacy. 

The key goals of the Commission are:

· To provide the Olympic Board and other stakeholders with commentary, supported by objective evidence, to demonstrate whether Key Stakeholders (currently including the Olympic Delivery Authority (ODA) and the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and Paralympic Games, the Greater London Authority (GLA Group), the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the British Olympic Association (BOA) have:

· Robust plans and processes are in place to deliver SD objectives

· Objective evidence that SD Objectives are being achieved

· SD plans and performance to support a sustainable legacy

· To provide a credible point of reference for all stakeholders, with respect to SD assurance issues

The commission reports to the Olympic Board and is funded by DCMS, the GLA Group, LOCOG and the ODA.

www.cslondon.org
The commission is chaired by Shaun McCarthy, a leading advocate of sustainable business practices and supported by a small secretariat.

The commissioners include the following:
· Gautam Banerji, an expert on the impact of sustainable development on communities 

· Emily Brennan, a biodiversity specialist and conservation biologist 

· Professor Stuart Green is a practitioner, researcher and advisor in the construction sector

· Claire Holman, an air quality specialist and sustainability consultant

· Andrew Myer, an energy and environmental consultant who worked on the Sydney Olympics 

· Jonathan Pauling who has managed a wide range of food and regeneration programmes 

· Andrew Shipley, an expert in accessibility and inclusive design

· Daniel Silverstone, a waste and racial equality expert

· Dr Robin Stott, a retired physician with expertise in health

· Neil Taylor who is a community sports specialist  

· Ben Wilson, who is widely experienced in social housing, organizational strategy and governance 
There is also a register of co-opted experts.
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